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extremities, probably in consequence of the nerves being compressed in traversing 
the pelvis, the usual means of affording relief having failed of success, M. Legroux 
determined to try the local application of chloroform. A sponge containing chlo¬ 
roform was placed in the foot of a large boot of wax-cloth, constructed for the 
purpose, so that the vapour only came into contact with the skin. A feeling of 
warmth, prickling, and numbness, was soon experienced. The application was 
continued for several hours; when complete, anmslhesia was established, and the 
neuralgic pains had entirely ceased. The absence of pain continued several days, 
and the same treatment was equally successful on its return.— Ibid., from Ibid., 
Oct. 31, 1848. 

39. Case of Hydrophobic Mania successfully treated with Chloroform. By R. Y. 
Ackerley, Esq.—John L-, a labourer, aged thirty, of a phlegmatic tempera¬ 

ment, had been residing for about a fortnight in his house by himself, (his wife 
having gone into the country with a sick child, for change of air ;) and had been 
complaining of not feeling quite well for a week or ten days; his general habits 
were very quiet, sober, and peaceable, but for the last few days he had been ex¬ 
ceedingly irritable towards his fellow workmen. Between ten and eleven years 
ago he had been bit in the leg by a rabid cat, and the wound had been cauterized 
with a hot iron at the time. His general health had been very good. 

On the 14th of January, when his wife returned, he complained of lowness of 
spirits and a giddiness in his head; passed a very restless night; said he feared he 
was going to lose his senses, occasionally mentioned the bile of the cat, and attri¬ 
buted his illness to that cause, examining at the same time the cicatrix on his leg. 
He did not go to work on the following day, but rambled, and said he feared that 
something dreadful was going to happen to him; took his food well; had frequent 
flushings in the face, with occasionally a feeling of coldness in the back, but no 
distinct rigor, nor headache. He got some medicine from a druggist, which purged 
him; the evacuations were very dark; had no sleep all night. 

On the following day (Saturday) he thought himself rather better, felt hungry, 
and wanted breakfast and dinner early, of which he partook freely; at supper lie 
could not eat, but looked wild, and rambled in his conversation. At eleven P. M. 
my assistant, Mr. Bryde, saw him: his tongue was red and moist; pulse 95; skin 
hot and dry. Ordered five grains of calomel immediately, to be followed by a 
saline febrifuge mixture every four hours, and a blister to the nape of the neck. 
Had restless sleep during the early part of the night, but none towards morning; 
took his medicine regularly during the night, but towards noon was unable to 
swallow liquids, which were rejected with great force by a spasmodic action of 
the muscles of deglutition. He refused drink during the remainder of the day, 
but took his medicine from me in the evening with great difficulty. After sleeping 
about two hours, he was more calm, but not quite collected; is constantly rambling 
about a cat; fancies he sees one in the room, and asks his brother to kill it. Pulse 
90 and soft; skin hotter than natural; complains of a heavy beating and shooting 
pain about the diaphragm, and giddiness in the head; is constantly wiping a viscid 
saliva from his mouth; the eye very wild ; he shrinks under the bed-clothes when 
spoken to, and tries to hide himself. I examined the leg and found the cicatrix 
quite natural; tried every means to banish the idea of hydrophobia from his mind. 
Ordered extract of Indian hemp, five grains every four hours. 

January 18th. Has passed a better night; appears very sullen, and either unable 
or unwilling to answer any questions; frequent flushings of the face, and a horror 
of fluids when offered to him; at my”request he attempted to drink a little tea, 
but when he got it into his hand he turned from it with dread. Has taken nothing 
but his medicine during the night; pulse 92; tongue red, but not dry ; slight epi¬ 
gastric tenderness; skin cool; pupils dilated; conjunctive not at all injected. The 
Indian hemp to be continued.—Three P. M.: sullenness increased ; will not answer 
any questions, and refuses everything offered to him ; in other respects much the 
same as in the morning. Every precaution was now taken that he should not do 
any injury to himself or others, as it was feared that furious mania might super¬ 
vene. My friend, Mr. Bainbrigge, met me in consultation at ten P. M. Has taken 
his medicine better, and also a cup and a half of tea, which he sucks through his 
teeth; he still refuses to answer any questions. 
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19th. Sleepless night; he talks of the cat, and attributes his illness to that cause, 
but still will not speak when spoken to. Bowels constipated; tongue dry and red. 
Ordered calomel, ten grains, to be taken immediately. 

20th. No sleep all night; left eye injected; the spasmodic contractions of the 
muscles, which at first were confined to the throat, have now extended to the limbs, 
the elbows being drawn very much backwards towards the spine ; the wrists and 
feet also distorted. Has been very violent during the night, requiring the assist¬ 
ance of four men to hold him, and shouting and struggling incessantly. 

We now came to the determination of trying the chloroform, which put him to 
sleep in about three minutes; he did not awake again for three-quarters of an 
hour;, when he appeared much more calm, recognised his wife, and kissed and 
embraced her; deglutition better; the bowels had not acted; pulse ninety. To 
have four ounces of infusion of senna, and a blister over the scalp; in the evening 
we found him much quieter: the bowels had acted; passes his urine and stools 
involuntarily. The effect of the chloroform was so decided in the morning that 
we resolved to repeat it, which was accordingly done with the same beneficial 
effect. The cerebral symptoms, however, relumed about one in the morning, and 
at our visit at ten o'clock on the 21st, we found him a perfect maniac; conjunctiva? 
of both eyes much suffused; dilatation of pupils; skin cool: no unnatural action 
about the carotids; spasms of the limbs increased, and extending to the muscles 
of the spine, producing occasionally a state of opisthotonos. The chloroform was 
again administered, and he remained very quiet during the day, sleeping at inter¬ 
vals. The chloroform was used again in the evening. The emaciation was very 
marked, and to a greater extent than we had ever seen it in any other disease of 
the same.duration. He was ordered wine and brandy, with arrow root and beef-tea. 

22d. This morning we found him worse again; total deprivation of all his 
mental faculties. Ordered an ointment of tartar-emetic and croton oil, to be rubbed 
over the whole extent of the spine. Ice to be applied to the head, and to have 
the chloroform. In the evening, symptoms somewhat better: chloroform repeated. 

23d. Has passed a more comfortable night: the conjunctiva! less suffused; 
countenance more intelligent; tongue becoming moist and less red; pulse ninety- 
four; bowels constipated. Ordered one drop of croton oil, every four hours; chlo¬ 
roform repeated.—Evening: appears better in every respect; the bowels have 
acted. Ordered muriate of morphia, one grain, to be taken immediately; and 
chloroform. 

24th. Had several hours’ sleep, and is more sensible; complains of his hands 
and feet feeling cold. The ice to be discontinued, and to have hot water to the 
feet. Ordered chloric ether half an ounce, carbonate of ammonia half a drachm, 
camphor mixture seven ounces and a half. Mix. An ounce to be taken every 
three hours.—Evening: better in every respect, except that the pulse has got up to 
120; this might be attributed to his having had too many of his friends seeing 
him. Gave the chloroform, and in fifteen minutes we found the pulse had come 
down to eighty-eight. Repeat the morphia and mixture. 

25th. Has had an excellent night; returning intelligence; pulse ninety-four; 
skin warm; still passes his urine and stools under him; expression of countenance 
improving. From this time the improvement was so rapid and continuous that I 
shall not consider it necessary to describe the symptoms daily. The chloroform 
was administered occasionally, with tonics and stimulants; and in about a fort¬ 
night he went into the country, quite well both in mind and body.— Lancet. July 
29 th, 1848. ’ J 

40. Use of Chloroform in Insanity. By Dr. M’Gavin. —The importance of the 
subject induces us to give entire the following remarks on cases in the Montrose 
Lunatic Asylum :—The introduction of chloroform, immediately after the nature 
of this wonderful agent became known, has constituted the only new feature in 
what may be styled the purely medical part of the treatment. Its beneficial effects 
have been conspicuous in many cases in which it has been used during the latter 
part of the last year. The first two patients selected for experiment with the 
chloroform, were the most noisy and excited in the establishment. One laboured 
under acule mania; the other was a decided melancholic. In the first case, all 
the ordinary and approved means for calming excitement and allaying irritability 
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